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^however, was very proud of his discovery, which, he con-
sidered, embodied one of the principal reasons for believing
in the existence of God ; and he was therefore exceedingly
angry when, shortly after Voltaire's arrival in Berlin, a Swiss
mathematician, Koenig, published a polite memoir attacking
both its accuracy and its originality, and quoted in support
of his contention an unpublished letter by Leibnitz, in which
the law was more exactly expressed. Instead of arguing
upon the merits of the case, Maupertuis declared that the
letter of Leibnitz was a forgery, and that therefore Koenig's
remarks deserved no further consideration. When Koenig
expostulated, Maupertuis decided upon a more drastic step.
He summoned a meeting of the Berlin Academy of Sciences,
of which Koenig was a member, laid the case before it, and
moved that it should solemnly pronounce Koenig a forger,
and the letter of Leibnitz supposititious and false. The
members of the Academy were frightened ; their pensions
depended upon the President's good will ; and even the
illustrious Euler was not ashamed to take part in this absurd

' and disgraceful condemnation.

Voltaire saw at once that his opportunity had come.
Maupertuis had put himself utterly and irretrievably in the
wrong. He was wrong in attributing to his discovery a value
which it did not possess ; he was wrong in denying the
authenticity of the Leibnitz letter ; above all he was wrong
in treating a purely scientific question as the proper subject
for the disciplinary jurisdiction of an Academy. If Voltaire
struck now, he would have his enemy on the hip. There
was only one consideration to give him pause, and that was a
grave one : to attack Maupertuis upon this matter was, in
effect, to attack the King. Not only was Frederick certainly
privy to Maupertuis' action, but he was extremely sensitive
of the reputation of his Academy and of its President, and he
would certainly consider any interference on the part of
Voltaire, who himself drew his wages from the royal purse,
as a flagrant act of disloyalty. But Voltaire decided to take

1 the risk.     He had now been more than two years in Berlin,